The local community in the process of association sees the municipalities as leader, strategist, mentor, coordinator, sponsor, and 
Introduction
It is believed that tourism might evolve over a compromise period in rural areas. Furthermore, it has been considered that different perception, requirements, and values of local social actors will closely affect the development of tourism (Verbole, 2000: 479) . In this context, many governments around the world are searching for solutions to develop sustainable tourism at the national, provincial, or regional level. They work in a local actor-oriented and stakeholder-participated way for sustainable tourism and for the encouragement of tourism development (Sautter and Leisen, 1999; Briedenhann, 2007; Tao and Fuying, 2009 ).
The public sector is seen as a leader, strategist, mentor, coordinator, supporter, and partner in the efforts to create and boost rural tourism (Briedenhann, 2007: 584) . Rural tourism that is associated with outdoor activities such as farm life, agriculture industry, and individual services is expected to be controlled by local authorities due to their small-scale sub-structure (Komppula, 2004: 115) . It is estimated that local authorities will become more effective in combating problems related to the tourism industry.
Particularly, recognition of region's strengths and weaknesses, the creation of local employment opportunities, and intervening in time to the local people's problems are believed to be important factors (Bertucci, 2002: 4) . It is expected from local governments to be a pioneer in policy creation and implementation rather than providing financial resources to the development of tourism (Ishikawa and Fukushige, 2007: 461) .
Local governments are important institutions in providing funds for rural tourism development, removal of needs to necessary infrastructure for tourism, reconstruction and maintenance of the places that appear attractive to tourists, the employees of tourism sector, vocational support, and Afro Eurasian Studies Journal Volume 7, Issue 1, Spring 2018, pp.52-73 56 education to entrepreneurs and local public (Wilson et al., 2001: 134) . Nonetheless, local governments that have a significant role in the development of tourism do not pay attention to tourism policy and planning. At the local level with many responsibilities, among the priorities of local governments, tourism is in the last ranking (Hall, 1994: 152 ).
Yet, it is an undisputed fact that local governments are the best institutions which can determine the benefit of tourism policies applied to their regions (Jeffries, 2001: 47) . In fact, in recent years, more local governments have taken decisions to encourage tourism development as a way to revive the local economy and increase revenues. For successful and useful decisions related to tourism, paying attention to local people's feelings and being sensitive to the environment are necessary. It is recommended to gain the support of local people for implementation of policies developed at the local level. The management expected from public administrators is one that aimed at the region's economic and social development and minimized the negative effects of tourism.
Additionally, education and knowledge of local politicians and people related to tourism issues, which include the plans of national tourism management and the advantages and disadvantages of tourism development, are shown among the important responsibilities of local managers (Elliot, 1997: 137) .
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This research aimed at providing academic support to rural regional local authorities, who have important roles and responsibilities in tourism, on tourism development and sustainable tourism. These following sub-objectives have been adopted besides this main object:
• Contributing the development of tourism with employment increase by geographical expansion at the remote and rural areas, income creation, and cooperation with other sectors,
• To develop perspectives towards how a rural community can carry out tourism activities and how they can be sustainable,
• To contribute to the implemented policies related to tourism in rural areas,
• To provide recommendations to local governments in Turkey in dimensions such as economic development, social networking, cultural pluralism, and political participation, and
• To determine the share of local governments' contribution to the tourism planning process.
Rural Tourism
In the literature, rural tourism is simply defined as "all tourism activities in a rural area" (Lesley, 2001: 15) . In the context of the enrichment of rural tourism, from a new perspective, it can be defined as the participation of families In the globalized world, to develop competitive tourism in rural areas, activities due to cultural differences as a result of rural social, political, and economic forces as well as protection of the rural attractions are very important (Goerge et al., 2009: 4) . In this process, the creation of communitybased tourism is recommended for a sustainable tourism industry (Prentice, 1993; Tosun, 2000; Boyd and Singh, 2003; Tosun, 2006) . In terms of community-based tourism, the people living in the destination, governments, tourist organizations, and environmental groups that have quite similar interests of tourism like business organizations are regarded as important stakeholders from sustainable tourism principles and balanced regional development aspect (Tosun, 2006: 493) .
Municipalities
The expected behavior from sustainable tourism in a global world is defined as "the management of cultural integrity, essential ecological processes, biological diversity, and to meet economic, social, and aesthetic requirements of life support systems" (WTO, 1998: 21) . In this process, the local Vaughan and colleagues (1999: 118) have pointed out the importance of the local governments' involvement in the following critical tasks in the tourism industry:
• To act as the basic uniting structure at the strategic planning of the local tourism industry,
• To have their own tourism resources and infrastructure, to introduce and operate them,
• To introduce their own regions as a destination and to indirectly promote tourism products and services of the private sector.
The model of LA-21 shaped around the concept of governance based on criteria such as transparency, accountability, participation, working in harmony, timeliness, and efficiency has been shown as the path to realizing the development of rural tourism (Emrealp, 2005: 13).
Turkey
In Turkey's economy, tourism is an essential sector (Ünlüönen et al., 2007: 236) . Due to the continuing trend of tourism development in the future, the objectives of this sector are aimed at putting forward the types of tourism appropriate to competition, implementing policies towards improving the services quality, and giving an active role to strategies for sustainable development (DPT, 2007) . In this 
Research Method
In this research, it has planned to reveal deficiencies in the interest of the municipalities which are seen as an important factor in the development process of rural areas by the local community towards tourism. With this general purpose in mind, this study has sought answers to the following subresearch questions: Between the regions that are in priority for tourism development, research sample has formed by 11 county municipalities, which are located in the province of Tokat, Turkey. Brief information about municipalities that comprise the sample of study (municipality name, population, and political parties represented) is shown in Table 1 . The study used the interview method, based on the interview scale of tourism development which is developed by Wilson et al. (2001) 
Research Findings
Assessments and findings that emerged during the research interview were determined as follows:
1) Do you see tourism as a development tool in the process of local development in your region?
All municipalities in the research sample regard tourism as an important tool in local development. They indicated that tourism will revive and diversify the local economy, will increase income and employment at the region, and will protect the local culture and natural attractions.
2) What sort of negativity do you think will cause the development of tourism in your area?
Only 5 mayors (%45) opined about the negativity created by tourism. Other mayors stated that they believe tourism does not have any negative impact. Negative impacts of tourism were listed like social and cultural degeneration, increasing the prices of local goods and services, and increasing the real estate price of the local properties.
3) As a local government, what kind of activities do you do related to the tourism development in your region?
Within 
4) What are the barriers that make local participation difficult in tourism as an important development tool?
The insufficiency of financial resources was proclaimed as the first obstacle for the participation, by all municipalities.
They believed that revenues of the municipality do not meet -A department that is directly related to tourism should be established within the structure of municipalities.
-Under the leadership of the union of municipalities, their personnel in rural areas should be informed about tourism by short-term training activities and trips related to the tourism sector.
-Central government departments should build sample tourism facilities and transfer the operations of these facilities to municipalities to encourage the development of tourism in rural areas.
-Cooperation between universities and municipalities should be increased. During this cooperation processes, joint activities such as SWOT analysis, tourism planning, tourism education, and tourism management should be arranged.
-The importance of destination creation should be told to municipalities, and from the geographical aspect, common tourism destinations covering different municipalities should be developed. 
